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bo Fo b jce of the Ianocent uttered forth: "4" WY 
s OR "IG 
Th Call of the Harmleſs and Oppreſled 


A brief Relation of ſome RK emarkable 


| Pala es,-concerning the Tryal and ſenten- 

| cg five of the People of God called Quakers, 
-atthe Scfſtons holden at the Caſtle of Northamptos, 
- upon the fourth and fix:hdavesofthe ſecond Month, 
""alled April, in the year 1665. Richard Rainsford 
+. fitting Judge, there being preſent ſeveral of thoſe 
: galled Jaſtices for the ſaid Countyz two of their 
| names are 3s followeth, Herry Te/vertox and Johr: 
_—_— CC. | 


From the People of God called Wnakers, who | 
are ſufferers 1 in the County Goal of Northampton 
: for Conſcience ſak*, 


| : Hereuntois added a P Aepmns.on 


$- 


* 


"AQ 5.38, 39. 

| BF row I (ay unto you,refr atn from theſe men, and let them alone ; 

for if this Council, or this Work be of men, it will come #0 

*2 t ; butif it beof God, ye cannot overthrow it : wa happily 
ke even to fight ar Gd. 


'- Shondons Printed in the Year, I 665% 


| _ 


(1) 


— 


—_—__ 


Pon the fourth and ſixth dayes of the ſecond Month, in 
the year 1665. the Seſſions. being holden for the Coun- 
ty of Northampton, many of the people called Quakers, 
' were brought forch to the ſame : Upon the fixth day of the Month 
aforeſaid, the Court being ſet, and Richard Rainsford ficting Judge, 
four of the ſaid Prifoners were called to the Bar, whoſe names are 
85 followeth, viz. William Robinſon, Richard Parſons, John Coory, 
and Elizabeth Harris, Proclamation was made that all ſhould 
keep ſilence, &'c. . 
The firſt and ſecond Convitions (ſo called) being read, and 
- their, Indictment alſo, which was very large; bur rhe ſubſtance 
thereof was to this effe&t, as near as can be remembred: That 
whereas William Robinſon, Richard Parſons, John Coory , and 
' Elizabeth Harris, and every of them, being unlawfully aſſenbled 
' #t Robert Aſhby*s bouſe, ſituate and being in Bugbrook, in the Coun+ 
| tyof Northampton, with divers other MalefaGors, contrary to the 
Liturgy or prattice of the Church of England, in contempt to the 
Kmg, his Laws, and againſt bis Crown and Dignity, &c. t 
Judge. William Robin fon, what ſay you pare you guilty or not 
' guilty of your Indittment ? | 
Priſoner. I was at a Meeting to worſhip the living God, in Spi» 
mand in Truth; and I had no evil inrent in my heart againſt the 
Kine, Parliament. or any other of the Kings SubjeRs, 

Judge. Bat was you there only ro w-r(þip God in Spirit and in 
Truth, as you (3y > Ad had you noother buſineſs there Þ And did 
Jou wor hip God according to the firm of Worſk ip now eſt «bliſhed in 
Eveland by Anthority? And bad you the Crmr:on Prayer read 
ameryg ſt you ? 

Priſoner. We meer together to worthip God in reality, in 
Spirit and-in Truth 3 and 1 never mer under colour and pretence, 
but in obedience unto God, as he hach made known unto me. , 

Judge. Richard Par ſons, what ſay you; are you gnilty of this 
Indiment > Rc. 
Priſoner, Not guilty of much chat is therein inſerted, 
Judge. Did you worſhip God accoraing to the Liturgie, er book 


of Common- Prayer ? 
Aa Priſo- 
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" Priſoner, Doth not the Licurgy allow of worſhipping of( th 
in'Spiric and in Truth ? ny th 
Judge. ih ati 2 5 wt 2 F at 
Priſoner, Then I am not gulty. NSN wn v: ar 
Judge, How will you betryed? W th 
Priſoner, By the Truth, | a 0 
Judge. Fohn Coory, are you guilty of this Indiliment ? c 
Priſoner. Not guilty of breaking any juſt Law. b 


Judge. Did you meer according 10 the Liturgie ? had you thy a 
Common-Prayer-Book among ſt you, 
Priſoner, We mer 


4 


together co worſhip God in. Spicic and Wl 


Truth. | | ; 
Judoe. Eliz.,beth Harris, are you guilty or not guilty ? " &Y) 
Priſoner, Nor. guilty of mezeting under colour and preteng | 

ef religious Worſhip, bur in reality, in Spiricand in Truth. WW 
The Priſoners Anſwers being -given,. as is before:mentioned, p 

it was taken for not guilty, and io afrer much ado a Jury was ca; t 


led ; their-names are as followeth : William Smith, WilliamBliſſe, 
Nicholas Bliſſe, Robert Bartlet, Robert Barber, William Smalbong, 
Thomas Henchman, &g. _ 
And cheſe were {wgrn truly totry and Judge berween the King 
and che Priſoners at rhe Bar,and crue deliverance make according | 
to their evidence, &c. | | 3 
Then three Witneſſes being called and ſworn, viz. Fames Bas, 
ber, a very prophane, ſwearing, drunken man z and Kichard. Pogs 
ley, a prophane ſwearing fellow; and Henry Addams, being all | 
three ſoldiers: The Judge asked rhem if they ſaw the Priſoners 
ar the Bar at Robert Aſhby's houſe in Bagbrock , at a Meerting?- 
unto which they anſwered, Yes. Then ſaid rhe Judge, What day : 
was it upon ? and whac time of the day? They anſwered, upon 
Palm. Sunday, about one or two of the clock in-the afternoon, : 
Then the ſudge asked the number of rhe perſons, and whar they 
ſaw them do there ? To which they anſwered, Tbere was aboug 
thirty perſons, and one of them vas Preaching.and Praying; for 
he ſomerimes t20d, and ſometimes kneeled down. - Then rhe, 
Judge asked thzm, wherher they ſaw the Common-Prayer-Book 
amoneſt chem ? They-anſwered, No... Then the Judge ſpake ro IM. * 
the Jury, and ſer them ina way, that they might be ſure to finde; MW: j 
theme -! 
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them guilty : they being a company of weak mer (and ſome of 
them malicionſly benc againſt rruch) gve well underſtanding: the 
weighty marcer they were imployed in ; ſo the Jury went farth, 
and in abour half an hours time, recurned agun, and broyghe . in 
their Verdict, char three of che, Priſoners were guilcy of the third 
offence ,and che..woman they, broughr in co be guilcy of. che ſe- 
cond offence: Then ſaid Fob Rando/ph a Lawyer, have. you noc 
N brought them. in. all alike ? Thenhere aroſe ſome .confulion a= 
th moneſt chzm 3 bur ar length the Matter was huſhed up,. and. ſhe 
| found guilty of che third offenge,. as they account it ; bur to 
nd WF worlhip God in Spirit and Truth is no offence, Neb 
__ » Buri was obſerved by many prffenc, thac chey.never ſaw not 
WF - heard of fo weak a Jury tobe imployed in ſo, weighty a matrer, 
Ct Thenche Judge rold che Priſoners, thac che Jury had brought 
them in guiley ; and ſaid hz, I am to-paſs the Judgement of Tran(= 
d, portation upon you; and asked them whar they had co ſay for 
l themſelves, char the Judgement of Tranſportation might nor 
6& ; 
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paſs upon them ? Ls 

Fobn Coory ſaid, We are an innocent People, and do deſire 

1 colivein the fear of God. And furthes, ſaid be, I do believe if 
o WH welhad been drunkards, ſwearers, lyars, coverous men, proud, 
o WH colcners, cheaters, hypocrites, or diflemblers, we Mould not have 
bzen brought here z for thac by you is tolerated, or at the leaſt 

' winked at, and little notice taken thereof, 

d - Judge. Are you a juſt man? ' are you without ſin? 
|| Priſoner, 1 am one that feareth and ſerveth God daily, and I, 
; defire you may fear and ſ-rve the Lord alſo : And moreover, I' 
WH thaverwo ſmall mocthe;leſs children, and am a poor man; and ſo 
'W iiwill bz g004 for you to take heed,. that you do not make them 
fache-leſs alſo; for if you ſo do, God will reward you- according, 
d.your WOLks, h 
| ſudge, Irs your ovſtinacy, aud your ow! wilfulueſs, and I am. 
ſorry at my heart to do it, bat only I and the Juſt ices upon the Bench 
with me, are ſworn to doit, and if w? ſpould nut, we ſhould prove 
ou ſelves to 6-2 Perjaned D:rſo +, T<- * 

« Priſozer. Are you ſworn to do that Waich you are ſorry for ? 
. This is a (ad thing 3 and ſurely Gods hang will curn againſt all un= 
Juſt Judets, Juſtices, and opprefi:rs of tiz People, ard all unjuſt 
Rulers waarfoevers . ; Ins. 


So 


(4), 
© Interrupted, | 
Judge. Tow muſt bearken unto me, and mo 7 

. wwſt give ear unto your Sentence ; which was to this effe& : The 
you and every of you, ſhall be tranſported unto the Iſland of Jamaieg, 
there to remain for the ſpace of ſeven years, and if you return again 
before the time be expired, it muſt be at your peril: but this privi. 
ledge you have, that if you will pay in one handred pounds apine, 
before the Corrt be adjourn'd, you ſhall be freea from the Sentence of 
Tranſportation. | 

It may be obſerved, although Judge Rainsford hath before de. 
clared himſelf to be ſorry to proceed with friends in ſuch manngt 
ashe did; yer the contrary plainly appears by his ations : for 
when as one (called) George Rebinſen, did ſpeak to the ſaid Judge; 
(he being npon the Bench) in the behalf of the (aid (now ſenten- 
ced) Priſoners, and defired moderately to reaſon in their and his 
own behalf, Che being a Priſoner, and his time very near expired 
whichhe had been commicted for) but the aforeſaid Judge pre- 
ſ-ntly gave order for his further confinement, and bound himto 
his good behaviour (as they call it) whereby to prevenc him of his 
Juit Liberty, And thus as of old, 7a. 59, ver.14. Judgemem #i 
turned away backward, and Fujlice ſtandeth afar off ; for trmth ix 
fallen in the flreet, and equity cannot enter, a : 

Daniel Rove being called ro the Bar,and his IndiQment r-14, it 
bzing in the ſame manner and form as was the orher Indictment. 

Judge. Daniel Rove, are you guilty of this Indifimsent, wr nit 
gulty? | 
Priſoner. 1have not tranſgrefled any Law of God, or jiſt Lair 
- of good men, 

Judge. That's wo matter; are you guiliy or not guilty, of the 
Indiftmem ? | 

Priſener. As to that I have ſaid. So this Anſwer being caken | 
for nor guilty, the Witnefles were called and ſworn, being the 
ſame perſons that witnsfled againſt the o:her, and thc qu.:ſtions 
Pur to chem was much like the former, and rhe aniwers to the” 
ſame purpoſe: . Thenthe Jury was ſworn, which was che- ſame: 
Jury char went forth upon rhe other, only the fore-man .11iam 
Smnh, was excepted againſt, and rurned cut by the Cour:. Then 
the Judge ſpake to che jury, and ſaid, Yeu have heard, how that: 
the- 


wa «> of 


the wimeſſes bave evidenced, That there was praying and preach- 


ing, but they did not bear the book of Commun Prayer read 

them, And alſo, faid he, he bimſelf cannot ſay they bad the 
form of Common Prayer uſed amongſt them, And here helaid . 
the main ſtreſs of the matter, and ſeemed hereby to make is, 
appear to the Jury, That becauſe Common Prayer was nog 


| read,that chey were Guilty ; and the Jury being a going forth, 


the Priſoner ſpake unto them, and ſaid, Oh Friends, and 
Countrymen of the Jury, I defire you, as in the preſence of 
the Lord, that you take heed what ye do, for thething is 
weighty you have in hand, 
. Sothe Jury went forth, and ina ſhort time returned again, 
and cryed, A Verdi&,a Verdi; the Court ſaid, Who ſhall 
ſpeak for you ? they anſwered, The Fore-man; then ſaid the 
Judge, How do you find ir, are you all agreed ? they ſaid, Yes, 
and we find it for the King, fs, Then the Judge ſaid go the 
Priſoner, Here you ſee the Jury hath found you Guilty. 

P-i/. I commie my caule to the Lord, for i bave broken-no 

Lew, 

Judg. el, well, you was at theſe Conventicles under color 
and preience 20 worſhip God, 

Priſ. 1 was not there under colour and pretence, bue in rea- 
lity ro Worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, as I was led and 
guided by the ſpirit: of the Lord. 

Juig. But bow do you know its the Spirit of the Lord? youmay 
be deluded; aud led by an evil ſpirit, for we are not to be led by our 
own ſpirits, for ſome mens ſpirits leads them to Aſwurder, and fame 
mens ſpirits leads therp 10 Adultery, &c+ 

Priſ. The Spicic of the Lord leads into all cruth, andhis 


. Spirit is not to be limited either to Time or place. 


Jadge Well, come, have you avy thing more to ſay for your ſelf, 
why the Sentence of Tranſportation ſhould not be paſſed upon you ? 
if you have, you may ſpeak, &c, 

But the Priſoner ſaid no more: Then was the Judgment 
of Tranſportation given,that he ſhould be tranſported eo the - 
Iſland of Famaica, there to remain for the ſpace of ſeven 


| _ unleſs the ſaid priſoner would pay unto the Court one 


adced pounds before the end of the Seſfions, So the prifo- 
: nes- 


ner was taken from the Bar, and withihe-reſt returnedty 
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, -prifon again- . </ 7 ur 
: ., Now people it may- be well for yoti to take notice, Ml ; 
how that the Tryal and Sentence aforeſaid, was paſt upon'che” Fo 


Lords people, even the next day tollowing their pretended | ed 


-Faſt, which they kept (asthey ſay) for a bleſſing apon their he 
Indeayours in their intended War with the 'D-tch, But how : in 
- Can a people expe a bleſſing from God, when chey are pr 
'ſmicing with the fiſt of wickedneſs, and even fighting againſt th 
God and his Worſhip? Yea, even-upon the very day of their 


pretended Faſt, the Juſtices met together (as we are crtdibh 1 p 
Informed) to carry on the -afore-mencioned work, of Trying al 


and Sentencing a people (for worſhipping Go9) «ven fat h 
Tranſportation. And ſo inftead of keeping a Paft, wbichthe WM 
Lord hath choſen, which is to looſe the binds of wicked : 


uv 
neſs, and to undoe the heavy buidens, and let the oppreſſed f 
go free, and break every yoak, and deal their bread co the WW ; 
'hungry, and to bring the poor that is caft our into their houſe, WM 1 


and to cover che naked, and not to hide themſelves from 
their own fleſh ; I fay, inftead of theſe things, the quite con» 
trary fruits are brought forth (as it was {aid upon the day” 
and day following their pretended Faſt) even an adding to 
the bands of wickedneſs, and laying burdens upon the jn- ; 
nocent, neither do they let the opprefſed go free, but rather. 
add to their yoak, and inſtead of dealing bread to the hun- 
gry, and taking thoſe to houſe that are caſt forth, they even 
caſt them cut of houſe (and if the Lord doth not prevent 
them ) out of their native Land alſo, Py 
And this is the meaſure which hath been meated vnto the 
Lords people by this generation of men, aſter all the ſuffe: 
rings which hath been infli &ed upon them by impriſonment 
and otherwiſe, which wo: k of perlecution hath been wuch 
helped forward by one Foh» Garrett (Steward co the man cal+ ! 
led Lord Spencer) being a very great enemy to the appearance. 
of God in any people that differs from the National Wor? 
thip, and alſo by John Wirfield, and Th:mas Hogg, Priefis of | 
thoie plages where our peaceable meetings have been kepry .} 
for they have much ſtir:ed-up the people againſt uvefand {me * 
y have -1 


4+ ( 7 ) 
have readily anſwered their deſires herein, - and ePÞecially one cal- 
led Caprain John Will wghby, one alſo in commiſſion to do juſtice; 
-. whoborh in Perion, and by his Warrant, granted forth unto ſome 
of bis ſouldiers, being leud wicked men, for the meſt pare, ſuch 
asthe people where they dwell do very much ablior for their wick- 
- edneſſe ſake : ſome of cheir names are as followeth,viz. James Ba- 
" ll he, a chief leader of them, being a Dog-keeper, a drunken ſwear- 
ing f:ttow, and Thomas Gooaman a Fidler, a man nored for much 
prophane gaming, having been accounted their Vice, orfool of 


And theſe, with ſuch like as themſelves , the aforeſaid Fohn W:l+ 
hughby, hath impowered by Warrant or otherwiſe , hath come 
along with them in perſon to our Meetings from time co time, 
hulling, beating, bruiting and abuſing friends, when peaceably mer 
together for the worſhip and ſervice of the Lord in truth, and not 
under colour and pretence, ſo not liable ro the penalties in” the 
lace AR; for its known we are , and have been all along a peace- 
able people ever fince the Lord raiſed us up, and the Nation hath 
 ladgreat experience of the ſame; and ſo its altogether unequirable 
and unjuſt, even the preſent proceedings of thoſe which co daily 
rife up againſt us, for the exerciſe of our conſciences towards God 
in the way of his bicflzd worſhip , which he hath clearly made 
known unto us, alchough we may not have. a Common Prayer- 
Book to read amongſt People, as Judge Kaingsford would ſeem to 

+ Incenſe the Jury and orhers, that we were breakers of the late 
" WW AQ, becauie.we uſed not the Common Prayer ; which the Lord 
| hath ler us ſee the weaknefle and unprotitableneſle of rhoſe things, 
| and we carinct , like the dog , return to the old vomit again , 
and like the ſuv that 18 wathed , tothe wallowing in the mire; 
though for the ſame we ſuffer; and are counted as tranſcreſſors in 
the bghe of our Judges, but we are clear in the fight of Gods and 
alſo the late Act clears us, where ovr enemies themſelves are noc 
Judges, or where Jucgement 18s given without pariiality ; and ſo 

* eur cauſe w2 comn nt tothe Lord , even to plead in cur behalf, 
who through Bs gooGnefl< hath engaged us to appeariin the behalf 
of hi« Name and. Teftmony, which | 


bi Re CPE. M.A. Do &. ir eat a ns.» 
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1e hath given us to bear even 
in this day of our -ryzb. and <xerciſe of our Frith and patience, 
Whercin Cod huh preſerved us hi:herto,” in all the dangers and 

B greal 


the'r play, and another Richard Pooley,a prophane ſwearing fellow: 
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ereit fufferings which is knowri to the Lord right well ; and he hab 1 
» furniſhed us 1n this our day wich all chings anſwerable to our pre 
ſent necefſiies; ſo the glory of his works belong to him for ever, 
And o its for conſcience ſake we are ſufferers this day, and fot! 
the worſhip of God, and not for evil doing, as our en:mies an 
perſecutors would render ir. And this we are willing to mal! 
known, that ſo all might be informed concerning theſe things, and! 
come to know the truth of this matter, bp 


Þ (As 
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Poſtſcript. 


Nd now all moderate People may judge, whether hereiy: 

any matter of Fa& proved, or found to be done (bythe 
aforeſaid Innocent harmleſs People) againſt the King, or that: 
might make for the diſturbance of the peace of the Kingdom:Andy' 
the Judges & Jurors did but underſtand chemſelves, they,as wells 
other people, might ſee thar all this that is done againſt us, 1s for | 
worſhipping of God in ſpiric and truth; in which way we worſhip 
rhe crue and living God, who ts a Spirir, and will be worſhipped. 
in Spiricand Truch ; and for ſo doing are we expoſed unto this: 
cruel Sentence, even to be baniſhzd our of our native Land ; but? 
and if ir ſhould be ſo, we can truly ſay, Lord forgive them, and ! 
lay nor this evil to cheir charge; but if nor, O Lord, thy will be. 
done :- And indzed we might or could nor expe, bur thar the 
Innocent ſhould be brought in guilty, when as that wicked man. 
William Smith of fT:rding({tone was the Fore: man of the (ſence- 
leſs, fearful, and envious) Jury, who ſaid, that the three men was 
cuilfy of the third cti:nce, and the woman of the ſecond 3 and'! 
Laid, thar they were all agreed likewiſe : And when he was re-. 
proved for it by the Judge, and by J-h» Ra»doiph a Lawyer, he. 
ſaid, they were all guilty of rhe third offence. And now ſomes | 
what more of his actions may be laid open, who was taken tohe;} 
a chief inftrument for the bringing of the Innocent 1n (by a falſe'? 
VerdiR) guilcy, waen no evil could juſtly be chargedupon rhemy,? 
or matter of wrong done to any, the matter being only for wore: 
ſhipping? 
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in-of-God in Spicic and Truth, which the Scriptures of 
"Fch, and che Liturgy doth allow of 3 and moreover, this old hy- 
porrite ſpake againſt the Common-Prayer, and ſaid, as can be 
ved, if nz&d_ be, Thar he hoped never ro ſee the day, thar 
- Common-Prayer{hould be uſed again in Erg/and; and this was 
"when he went to the LeQors ar Northampton, one week after ati- , 
- thery (ac which time Cains ſpiric bare rule in him, for then and 
- by his means, did chat honeſt upright hearted man Yiliiam Lovell 
of Harding ſtone, (called a Quzker) ſuffer eighteen months im- 
prifonmenc,for ſaying,chat choſe he'then called Miniſters of Chriſt, 
- mere: Miniſters of Sachan, and rhar ths Scriprures were not' the 
"Ward of God, but a tre Declaration of the Ward, &c, And now 
much more might be ſaid concerhing this ran, bur this'is the dex. - 
fre of our hearts, that he, with all the reſt of this wicked genera- 
 tlon;/may repent of their ungodly aQtions, and never commit the 
- liks'again» bur turn unto God by amending their life, and fortner 
wicked converſation before ir be too lars, and the door of rhercy 
fur: ogainſt chem g and then may they cry all che day long, and la- 
metit bicrerly, and (hall nor be heard, Therefore hearken' and 

- vtiding your ears, unto what is written unto you now Whilſt you 
have a day in which you may take counſel, if through wickedneſs 
piece be not hardened; but however ye are warned, I mean 
" both Judges; Juſtices, Jury-men, -and you thar bear falſe witneſs 
* apainſt your neighbours and Country-men, the Innocent, harmleſg 
le callzd Qzakers ; although Richard Rainsford ftileth them 

- 1mpudent, becauſe they. ſo'boldly let their doors ſtand open when 
they'meet (in _ of Gods blefled Worſhip) ſaying, that we 

| weremore bold (in this Country) then rhe reſt of our fraternity, 
* Mother Countries ; for, (aid he, they will keep their doors ſhur, 
; dndſer cheir ſpies co ſee when any comerh to apprehend or take 
them ; which thing we do believe is ucterly falſe, and is not the 

" Manner of Gods people ſo to do ; And this know ye out enemies, 
| endfalſe 2ccuſers, that che higher you climbe jn oppreſſion by Lawgs 
| thes, and falſe reports, the greater will be your fall into ſorfow, 
"2nd. perpecual miſery, for we'can and do make our appeal unto 
That of. God in all your conſciences, who- of you have we wrong- 
*+d; Whoſe Ox hive we ſtoln ? or whoſe Aſs have W* taken away ?.. 
Of Whac miſchief have we hatched ? or what infurceRions have 
a B 2 , We 
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w# contrived 2 Hath (either) former or latter experience (hee 


any ſuch thing to be brought forth by us ? Declare if you can, ol y: 
elſe for ever ſtop your mouths for ſpeaking againſt us, and ſty W 
your hands from doing of violence unto us, for ſerving and obey. it 
ing of God, and think not your proceedings canafright us f tt 
th's know, we are upon that Rock againſt which rhe gates of be n 
cannot prevail. Therefore in vain do ye ſtrive, and to no pup as 
poſe do you cumber your ſelves, and fret like diftra&ted men, fo Wl V 
you may aseaſily ſtop the Sun from riſing, or ſtay it from going d 
rs courſe, and ſetting in its appointed ſeaſon, as hinder of fly P 
that good work that God hath beguy in che hearrs of his people, v 
and will perfeR to his praiſe for ever. Alchough Richard Rain. WI t: 


ford ſaid in his Charge, ſpeaking of the Quakers, thac they had Wl i 
way to ſtop their multiplying, and growing numerous ; tor ſaid 
he, our Soveraign Lord the King, with the advice of the wiſef 
men in the Land, have allowed them to meet to the number 
four, beſides the family, or them of the houſe where they meer, 
bur nothing will ſerve their turn bur rhirty or ferry, or more, and 
ſo brings themſelves under the penalties of the Law, and then me 
have two Convictions, and for the third baniſhment s and if they 
return again Withour licenſe, before ſeven years be expired, then 
we have the Gallows and the Halter, and that will be the end; 
and we have our ſacred Majeſty to be our Head, and his wholeſon 
Laws to be our rule to walk by ; . we have Goals, Stocks, and 
Whips, and the Nation on our fide, and what nee we fear, we 
are ſafe, and have ſtrength enough, &'c. | 

Oh, but this know, ye upified ones, that ye are all chis while 
bur morral men ; and if the hand of God be turned againſt you 
what will all cheſe things do for you Theſe cannor deliver you 
from the Rraak of his hand, neicher give you peace in the day df 
crouble, for our ſtrength is in the Lord, and he is God over al 
bleſſed for ever, unto all eternity ; and irs not two ConviRiong 
Baniſbment to Famaics for ſeven years, Goals, Whipe, Stocky 
or Death, that can ſtop our growth, or proſperity in the Truth, 
hinder or ſeparate us from God, or the comfortable enjoyment | 
his good preſence, as We abide faithful unto the end; therefore WM 
beware how you proceed, or elſe you will ſuddenly be broken, and 
ſplic agaivſt the ſame Rock that thoſe chat went before you werty 
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( 11) 
who fought agairſt God and his people as ye do now, making 
your Goals. Fines, and Baniſhmenc your weapons of d.fenc-, 

- which we ſet in defiance in this Gods mighty day; and think nor 
thac if you ſhould baniſh many of us out of our narive Land. and 
that We (hould ſeal our re{t1mony by laying down our hves (as ma- 
ny have already*done) char this will be a means to eſtabliſh you, 
a5 if you thould never be removed : Oh build nor your ſelves up 


- With ſuch vain hopes, for theſe will utterly fail you, ard youby fo 


doing will fink into confuſion, and the pic of endlefs rorment and 
perperual miſery ; and the cauſe of the widows and fatherleis Ged 
will p'ead, and avenge in his own due time, and bring delive- 
rance to his oppreſſed people, who pur their treft and confidence 
-inhimalone; and although you colcur over your unrighteous and 
ungodly proceedings, with ſaying, ye are ſorry, bur this be zſſurcd 
of, it will not excuſe you , for irs deceit and hypocr'fi: , and 
; dai bing with untempered morter ; and tho::gh you may make ſome - 
filly people think its ſo indeed, yer I cell you plainly, its all but a 
lye, and truth is witneſſed, which is' become the beeſom to ſweep 
lyars, 2nd the refuge of lies into the fire; ard thus are yeur gar« 
menrs tripped off, and your nakedneſs is ſeen, and your ſhame 
will alſo more and more appear, unto all thac have bur inthe leaſt 
'meaſure their eyes opened; and you ſhall become a by-word unto 
all chat kr.ow2th you borh far and near, except - you ſpeedily re» 
- pent of the evil'of your doings. 

And now you bzing warned, are left without excuſe, and happy 
will you be, who in this rhe day of your vifitation, wherein the Lord 
waits to be gracious to your ſo::ls and ro do you good , do return 
unto him by ſpeedy repentance before your day be overpaft. that 
ſo you may be h1d in the day of his fierce wrath, which will aſſured» 
ly come upon all the workers of iniquity, which is the true delire 
of us who are your friends and Country men, and lovers of the 
ſouls of all mankinde. Dear peoplz we know the generality of 
you is not. unacquainted wich the cru-lties which many of us who 
ar* called Qzakers harh patiently indured, through the lrength of 
our God, by the Prieſts, Magiſtrares and People, for many years 3 
we canno: but: mention the Pcicſts firft, becauſe we well know 
they have been, and ar? the chifeft Agents to inftigate the Maci - 
lirates and the common ſort cf people alſo, -eairſt the inyocent 
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* Tuffering people of the Lordyand cheir falſe accuſations affirg,. 
ed by oath bath not been wanting therein ; as for inftange,? 
| Richard Harris, Prieſt of Kiſlingbery, who got a Warrant from: 
Joby Willoughby, called Juſtice, to bring before him (che (aid: 
Tuftice) one William Carr of the ſaid Town of Ki/lingbery bh. 
accordingly it was done, and there the Prieſt took an aath* 
againſt him, and affirmed (chough falſely) chat the ſaid illay 
Carr had diſperſed treafonable Papers, amongſt the people gf 
the aforeſaid Town, andthe Paper which he was accaſed for ! 
diſperfing, was not at all cending to any ſuch purpoſe, neither? 
did the (aid 7am give itto that man which the Prieſt (war ' 
he did, for his neighbour came along wich him co che Juſtice, | 
and there teſtified chat the ſaid V3/l;aws Carr was not the man. 
which he had the Paper of, but it was another man of the 
ſame Town which gave ithim, yet notwithflanding che aid 
William Carr was ſent co the Goal upon the accouat aforeſaid, 
viz, for diſperſing 'treaſonable Papers, and there he lay un 
the nexc Seſſions holden for the County of Northampton, and. 
then was brought forth, and they knowing they had dealt 
deceitfully by him to caſt him into priſon upon an accouni 
which they could not prove againſt him, ſo they nic 
no more the treaſonable Paper; but told him chen,if he would: 
cake the Oath of Allegiance, he might be ſer ac liberty, but he 
conſcienciouſly refuſing was ſenc back to priſon again, where 
he laid down his life not long after, and lefe his. Wife with 
ſix fatherleſs children, and notwihſtanding the aforeſaid Priekt | 
hath perſecuted him unto death, yet he ſeeketh Rill-to ruine” 
his widow aud fatherleſs children ; for he hath cauſed Sarah 
Carr widow, the wife of /i//i4m Carr,to be artefted by a Writ, 
and brought from her fix fatherleſs children to the County 
Goal in Northampton, where her tender Husband 1iid dowa 
his life, having no other thing againſt her but for milk, which 
Tythe-milk as he calls it, came to the value of ten ſhillings, | 
or thereabouts, but he never demanded it of her, but cauſed : 
her to be arreſted 25 aforeſaid,and brought co the Goa!, whers 
ſhe at preſent licth for the teſtimony of a g:20d conſcience. 


C W 


And Fon 1huefi:/d Prieſt of Bugbrook, and the afcrefaid cruel” 
blood-thiilty Prieft Richard Harris of K:flingoery., theſe two-! 
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(13) 


- Pciefis often inſtigated John Willoughby (called Juſtice) to aR as 


he hath done againſt the innocent people of the Lord, and 
when his ſoldiers bath come toa Meeting, by the aforeſaid 
Jobs illoughbies order, they have eſpecially called for ſome 
friends by cheic names, who dwelc at the Towns of Bugbrook 
and Ki/lingbery, and took them away from amongſt many, ſay- 
ing ghey muſt have ſuch, however; and two of Eugbrook, cal- 
leq by names Joſeph Gammage and Richard Aſhby, was by the 


- ſoldiers particularly called for at a Meeting from amongtt 


many, and Thomas Dent of K:/lingbery, Miller, thoſe two Prietts 
(as weunderftand) had given intormation againſt thoſe three 
innocent Perſons,who by the ſoldiers was brought to Northam- 
ton, before Jo, Willoughby calledJuſtice,who commited them to 


- the Goal, where the atore-Damed Foſeph G ammage and Richard 


Aſhby ſealed their teſtimony with their blood, and the afore- 
named Thomas Dent lieth in prifon upon the ſame account fill, 
and hath been priſoner: above one year and half ; fo both theſe 
Prieſts being guilty of blood, we cannot but mention-them 
amongſt the afore-going cruelties of the Magiſtrates of this 
Ape and Generation, which they have aCed againſt the inno- 
cent people of the Lord, whom they ſeek to oppreſs and lay 
heavy burdens upon, yct our hope ard truſt is in the Lord our 
God, who we know is theliving God, and will ariſe in his 
fierce wrath, and will avenge h:mfelf upon his adverſariee, and 
the adveiſarics of his choſen people : but this is our deſires 
unto the Lord, in the behalf of ours and his enemies, that 
they might return from the evil of theic doings, before the 
Lord appears in his fierce wrath, who will bring deſtcuttion 
upcn them at unawares, except they repent, 


